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Teachers’ Notes 
 

Author / Work: Emily Brontë, Wuthering Heights 

Theme: Walking the Landscape 

Rationale 
In this lesson, students will explore the landscape of Wuthering Heights from a range of 

different angles. They will compare the fictional landscape described in Emily Brontë’s novel 

with a number of other sources, including Charlotte Brontë’s description of her sister’s beloved 

moors in her Preface to the 1850 edition of Wuthering Heights and a sanitary report on the 

village of Haworth, made famous by its association with the Brontës’, that was published in the 

same year. They will also consider why a sense of place might have been so important to the 

Brontës. 

Through exploring these sources, students will develop their understanding of the environment 

in which the Brontës lived, adding a more nuanced perspective to the myths with which the 

family are often surrounded. They will consider the gaps between literary representation and 

reality, and will have the chance to consider how these representations often dominate public 

perceptions of authors’ lives and the places associated with them. 

It is recommended that students should have read the first four chapters of Wuthering Heights. 

Content 
Literary and historical sources: 

 Manuscript of Emily Brontë’s Gondal poetry (1844-48) 

 Emily Brontë’s poetry notebook (1839) 

 Geography book annotated by the Brontës 

 Charlotte Brontë’s 1850 Preface to Wuthering Heights (1850) 

 Sanitary report on Haworth, home to the Brontës by Benjamin Herschel Babbage 

(1850) 

 20th century photographs by Fay Godwin of Howarth Parsonage, home of the Brontës, 

and Top Withens (1979) 

Recommended reading (short articles): 

Walking the landscape of Wuthering Heights by Professor John Bowen  

 

 

 

http://www.bl.uk/discovering-literature
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/manuscript-of-emily-bronts-gondal-poetry
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/emily-bronts-poetry-notebook
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/geography-book-annotated-by-the-brontes
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/charlotte-bronts-1850-preface-to-wuthering-heights
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/sanitary-report-on-haworth-home-to-the-bronts
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/sanitary-report-on-haworth-home-to-the-bronts
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/20th-century-fay-godwin-photograph-of-the-howarth-parsonage-home-of-the-bronts
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/20th-century-fay-godwin-photograph-of-the-howarth-parsonage-home-of-the-bronts
http://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/walking-the-landscape-of-wuthering-heights
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Documentary films: 

A selection of short documentary-style films (approx. 10 minutes each): 

www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/videos 

External links: 

Plaque on the wall of Top Withens  

Haworth Village website 

Key questions 

 How did Emily Brontë depict the Yorkshire moors in Wuthering Heights and in her 

poetry? 

 How did Charlotte Brontë depict her sister’s beloved landscapes? How has this shaped 

readers’ perceptions of Emily? 

 What was life like in Haworth in the 19th century? 

 Why might a sense of place have been so important to the Brontës? 

Activities 
1) Show students Fay Godwin’s photograph of Top Withens, the ruined farmhouse often 

said to have inspired Wuthering Heights. Use this image as stimulus for a discussion on 

what students have learned about the landscape of Wuthering Heights in their study of 

the novel so far. Ask students to find relevant quotations from the novel to support 

their observations. 

2) Explore, in groups, the following sources: 

 Charlotte Brontë’s  Preface to Wuthering Heights (1850) 

 Manuscript of Emily Brontë’s Gondal poetry (1844-48) 

 Emily Brontë’s poetry notebook (1839) 

 Sanitary report on Haworth (1850) 

This exploration should focus on the way Haworth and the Yorkshire moors are 

presented. Students should be asked to identify key words and phrases that describe 

the moors and their importance to Emily Brontë, the village of Haworth and the setting 

of Wuthering Heights. There is scope for differentiation here in terms of how the 

groups are composed and which texts they are asked to consider. 

3) Students should then report back on their findings, perhaps by placing their text on a 

continuum line from positive to negative or from idealistic to realistic.  

4) After hearing each group’s findings, students should consider the following questions: 

a) Why might Emily Brontë have found such solace in the moors? 

b) Why might Charlotte Brontë have presented her sister’s relationship with the moors 

in the way she did? (Remind students that Charlotte was writing less than two years 

after Emily’s death: students could be asked to consider some early reviews of 

Wuthering Heights in responding to this question). 

5) Students should then read John Bowen’s article. What additional light does this shed on 

the observations that have emerged from their discussion? 

6) To conclude, show students the image of the plaque on the wall of Top Withens. Why 

might people want to believe that Top Withens is the inspiration for Wuthering 

Heights? 

 

http://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/videos
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:TopWithensPlaque.jpg
http://www.haworth-village.org.uk/
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Extension activities  

 Look at the images of Emily and Anne Brontë’s A Grammar of General Geography, 

annotated by Emily and Anne Brontë with names of their fictional worlds (c. 1823). 

What light does this shed on the importance of place to Emily? 

 Explore the way Haworth and the surrounding moors are presented in tourist board 

websites such as the Haworth Village website. What kind of image do these 

organisations promote? 

 The first chapter of Elizabeth Gaskell’s The Life of Charlotte Brontë (1857) is often 

credited as the source of many of the myths with which the Brontë family is 

surrounded. Juliet Barker’s The Brontës (1994) offers a very different view of Haworth. 

A reading of both of these texts will enable students to explore the versions of Haworth 

that they present, evaluating them as historical sources and considering the relationship 

of historical evidence to literary study. 

 


